
NEWS

Issue: 127 JUNE 2012
Internet edition

The Kingdom vision that God gives is 
immense and totally unattainable to 
human eyes.  Jesus says “No one can 
see the Kingdom of God unless he is 
born again” (Jn. 3.3). 

A subtle deception has permeated 
many parts of the Western Church.  
So often the vision for establishing 
God’s Kingdom is limited to what is 
‘achievable’ with available or easily 
obtainable resources.  In truth, what

MARANATHA OFFICE
The building which houses the 
Maranatha office, cafe and bookshop 
is in need of structural repair.  Our 
landlord proposes to carry this out 
during August and September. This 
will require a major removal of all 
furniture and equipment to the 
neighbouring office at 104 Irlam 
Road. During this time the work of 
the office will be compromised, 
particularly as Maranatha literature 
will need to be in boxes.  Please 
pray that the building work will be 
completed quickly and efficiently.

New Group - Stockport
Following much prayer a new group 
has been formed in Stockport. The 
first meeting will be held on Sunday 
17th June, 7.30pm at Chelwood 
Baptist Church, Adswood Rd, 
Cheadle Hulme, Stockport SK8 5QA. 

New Group - Cliffe
A new group is also starting in Cliffe 
in Kent for more information contact
Fr. Bill Keogh 01634 717582.

Maranatha members join with Christians across the UK in praying the Lord’s prayer at 12 noon daily 

Faith for a 
bigger vision

Water
In my heat

of anguish and fear
I am refreshed

by the sprinkling
of Your cool, 

refreshing water.
In my filth and dirtiness

I am washed by Your
pure and cleansing water.

In my weariness and 
directionless life
I am swept along

by the strong current
of Your water.

In my half-heartedness
half-giving, half-loving,

half-living,
help me to be immersed

fully in Your water
and cross Jordan

to the promised land.
(DW)

is required for the realisation of the vision the Lord sets before us, is faith in the 
hearts of His people who will dare to believe that to God all things are possible. 

When Moses sent 12 of the Israelites to assess the Promised Land that God had 
promised them, they returned with a wonderful account of the land and its 
fruitfulness.  However, most of the spies chose to pay more attention to the 
‘giants’ that occupied the land and discouraged the people from going ahead.

In contrast, Jesus also sent out 12 men and told them to do the impossible!  Their 
commission was to announce the Kingdom of God, demonstrated by the miracles 
they performed. This is our mandate too!

As God’s Spirit stirs up His people across our land today, it is time for us to cast 
aside the ‘giants’ of limited resources - time, money, people - and believe that 
His Kingdom can be established in this nation as we, the Church of Christ unite 
in our prayer and action. His Kingdom will come not by power, not by might, but 
by His Spirit.  It is time for us to repent of our unbelief and pray for an increase 
in the faith which gives us the power to move mountains in His Name and for His 
Glory.  Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus!

Kingdom Opportunities
There is much evidence that God’s Spirit is moving powerfully across the nations. 
At the same time as we experience increasing spiritual battles, there is also a 
window of opportunity opening in the spiritual realms. In the face of widespread 
disillusionment with politics and a questioning of our materialistic culture, many 
are searching for a deeper meaning to life and are hungry for a reality of expe-
rience which only God can satisfy.  St. Paul says “Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap the harvest if we do not give 
up” (Gal. 6.9).  Now is the time of that opportunity! Maranatha has numerous 
resources which can be of great help to those on a journey towards faith. Keep a 
“Shalom Prayer” or “Prayer at a time of Need” in your pocket!



Maranatha Retreats & Weekends
A Deeper Encounter with God

Since the formation of the Maranatha Community hundreds of people have 
discovered a deeper encounter with the Lord and transformation of their daily 
spiritual walk, through Maranatha weekends and retreats.  The following are 
some brief testimonies from participants at the ‘Light out of Darkness 1’ 
retreat held recently at Douai Abbey - “I  was neither comfortable nor happy 
with the way I lived my life before.  ‘Light out of Darkness’ offers a new way 
of life – a life that takes me deeper into Jesus. It’s a way of becoming real. I 
look forward to building on that in Part 2 ‘Building with the Spirit’.”   “Thank 
you for the opportunity to grow deeper in my relationship with God: the most 
precious gift.”  “At the end of the retreat I see changes in my attitude to 
God.”  “Even in silence you find yourself being drawn in to each other by the 
love of God. These retreats demonstrate God’s love between His children, 
without having to say one word.”

During the Llandudno weekend, ‘Rising up as Eagles’, three ladies danced 
to ‘Majesty’ - which was absolutely beautiful.  Others found solace in the 
surroundings - “It’s pretty amazing how God really answered my prayer to 
find a place where I could just go and be myself and worship him, and where 
there would be a quiet, reflective atmosphere, but with other people around.  
I had been desperately searching for that...”. “God doesn’t like our self-
reliance....”

When God formed His creation He established a rhythm of night and day and 
seasons.  On completion of His work He rested and when He gave the com-
mandments to Moses, He made it clear that this pattern of resting one day a 
week was to be followed by His people.  God gave His commandments after 
delivering His people from the slavery of Egypt.  The commands taught the 
people how to live in a right relationship with God and each other, making 
them completely different from the people of other nations.  The Sabbath Day 
of rest was to be set aside as a day for the Lord.  The rest was for His people, 
their animals and slaves - the whole household (Ex. 20.8-11).  
The Lord promised His people a homeland which would be for them a place of 
rest and as they travelled the Lord promised to go with them “My presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Ex. 33.14). 
The promised land was originally promised to Abram in the context of the 
Lord’s covenant relationship with him (Gen. 12.7).  God’s promised rest flows 
from a right relationship with Him and includes His provision for every need.  
Jesus says, “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, 
and He will give you everything you need.” (Matt. 6.33)
David recognised the Lord as a shepherd who “makes me lie down in green 
pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul” (Ps. 23.2-3).  
Jesus, our Shepherd bids us “Come to me all you who are weary and 
burdened and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls” (Matt. 11.28-29).  Our rest comes from a right relationship with God 
our Father, through Jesus.
Jesus’ teaching and Sabbath healings revealed God’s heart in His Law: “The 
Sabbath was made to meet the needs of people and not people to meet the 
requirements of the Sabbath” (Mk. 2.27 NLT).  The writer to the Hebrews spells 
out that this Sabbath-rest is available for those with obedient, believing hearts. 
“Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest...” (Heb. 4.11)
The rest that God desires for His people is the place of shalom peace which 
comes from being in a right relationship with Him, with ourselves, with oth-
ers and with the whole of creation.  Just as the Lord paused and rested from 
His work of creation, so we too must regularly pause and reflect on the Lord’s 
work, orientating ourselves around worship of Him above all else. The Lord 
wants a people set apart from the ways of the world, to show the world what 
He is really like.

“If you keep you feet from break-
ing the Sabbath and from doing 

as you please my Holy day,...then 
you will find your joy in the Lord, 
and I will cause you to ride on the 

heights of the land...” 
(Is. 58.13-14)

“Repose is as needful to the mind 
as sleep to the body...if we do not 
rest, we shall break down. Even 

the earth must lie fallow and have 
her sabbaths, and so must we” 

(Spurgeon)

“Abide in me, and I in you.  A 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, nei-

ther can you, unless you 
abide in me” (Jn. 15.4)

“The work which has been laid 
upon man is not his goal.  His 

goal is the eternal rest which has 
been suggested in the rest of the 

seventh day”  
(Klaus Westermann)

God’s Call 
to rest

 ‘Psalm 23 for Busy People’
The Lord is my pace-setter, 

I shall not rush;
He makes me stop and rest for quiet 

intervals
He provides me with images of 

stillness,
which restore my serenity.

He leads me in the way of efficiency, 
through calmness of mind;
and His guidance is peace.

Even though I have a great many 
things to accomplish each day

I will not fret,  
for His presence is here.

His timelessness, His all importance, 
will keep me in balance.

He prepares refreshment and renewal
in the midst of activity,  by anointing 
my mind with His oils of tranquillity;
My cup of joyous energy overflows.
Surely harmony and effectiveness 

shall be the fruits of my hours
and I shall walk in the pace of my 

Lord,
and dwell in His house for ever.

Toki Miyashina



Maranatha Pilgrimage 
to County Cork 

Our visit to County Cork last 
year was extremely fruitful.  In 
particular a new Maranatha Group 
has been formed in Fermoy. We 
will be visiting several areas in the 
county from 21st-26th June this 
year. If you would like to be part of 
this Maranatha team please contact 
Sylvia Middlemist at the Maranatha 
office.

Northern Ireland
A small Maranatha team returned 
to Northern Ireland for one week 
in March this year.  The time was 
focused on meeting with people in 
Londonderry, Belfast, Portadown 
and Randalstown.  Our aim was 
to listen to what the Lord has to 
say about the current situation in 
Northern Ireland where there are 
continuing signs of the widespread 
unhealed wounds of the past.  We 
met with Church and political 
leaders as well as those from areas 
which still experience unrest.
Maranatha is setting up a Working 
Group to arrange consultations in 
Stormont and Westminster on the 
plight of victims. These meetings 
will highlight the need for active 
measures to promote healing for 
those who feel that they have not 
received justice.  If you would like 
to be involved with this please 
contact Linda Stalley via the 
Maranatha  office.

Together for the Nation
Maranatha has been part a group 
seeking to speak prophetically 
with one voice into our national 
life.  One of the aims has been to 
gather Christian leaders together to 
listen to the Lord.  There will be a 
special gathering in the chapel of 
Parliament - St. Mary Undercroft, 
on Tuesday, 12th June when 70 -90 
leaders from different traditions 
will spend one hour waiting upon 
God, in silence. This will be followed 
by sharing what the Lord has said.  
Please pray for this important event.

Community News
Maranatha in Malawi

A team of eight made the second 
Maranatha visit to Malawi in April. 
The former President died suddenly 
10 days before we arrived, so prayer 
for the new Christian President, 
Joyce Banda, was central to our 
focus on the trip and a letter from 
the Community assuring her of our 
prayer and support was delivered.  
We spent a busy two weeks building 
on established relationships and 
forming new ones. We were 
delighted to visit the well which 
Maranatha paid for following our 
last trip and to be able to take 
material and financial gifts to many 
in desperate need.

A number of individuals asked 
to become Maranatha members, 
including 4 young people in a very 
poor part of Blantyre.  We are keen 
to rise to the challenge of building 
deeper bonds of unity across the 
continents.  A Maranatha team of 
3 will continue contact with key 
individuals in Malawi and pray for 
the Lord’s guidance for the projects.  
More information Heather Williams:
heather@maranathacommunity.co.uk

‘What on Earth have we 
done to our children?

In 1995 the Lord called the 
Maranatha Community to speak out 
for children. The booklet ‘What on 
Earth are we doing to our Children?’ 
had a far ranging impact and is still 
being used today. The most potent 
influences upon our children now 
- the internet and mobile phones - 
were not known when this original 
booklet was produced!  A new book 
‘What on Earth have we done to 
our Children?’ is now ready for 
publication.

It tells of the increasingly serious 
plight of many children in the UK 
and across the world today. This is 
despite all the many good things that 
have been brought into effect since 
1995.  The truth is, that not only 
have we left the next generation of 
this country no capital on which to 
build their future, we are handing 
on to them an inheritance of 
overwhelming  debt. 

In the UK we have allowed 
the secure Judaeo - Christian 
foundations of centuries to be 
undermined. So at present, the 
inheritance of our next generation 
is one of insecurity and doubt. 
This book points not only to 
the serious factual information 
about our children, it warns of 
the greater dangers to come. We 
believe that it should be sent to 
all those responsible for the care, 
education and welfare of children 
in this nation. Please pray for this 
important prophetic initiative and 
consider if you are able to support 
its production and circulation 
financially.  

Spotlight
For those who would like to have 
more news and encouragement 
from members of local Maranatha 
Groups and Prayer Cells, there is 
a publication called ‘Spotlight’, 
which is issued quarterly. This is 
compiled by one of our members 
and contributions come from 
within the Community.  If you are  
interested in receiving this, you 
should email Matthew Doherty on 
matthewdoherty@talktalk.net or 
contact the Maranatha office.

“Religion turns not on  
knowing, but on  
being known”.

P. T. Forsyth

New Maranatha Booklet
“Adoration & Worship” 

This new resource has
been produced to enable 
and enrich personal worship 
and adoration. It includes 
a variety of quotations,
hymns and songs, together with 
teaching on the way that we 
approach the Lord.  Available from 
the Maranatha office or online 
bookshop - cost £1 + p&p.

New Maranatha 
Spearhead Group

A new group will be formed soon to 
consider the way in which we pray 
for Europe.  For further information 
please contact the Maranatha  
office. 

Maranatha members in Bedford 
and around Stranraer are exploring 
the possibly of starting Maranatha 
groups in their areas. Anybody 
interested should contact the office.



Maranatha Events Calendar

Maranatha Groups & Contacts

England

AYLESBURY 1st Mon. monthly, 8pm

BEWDLEY 

BICESTER 1st Tues. monthly, 7.45pm

BIRMINGHAM NORTH 

BIRMINGHAM SOUTH 

BODMIN

BRIGG, 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm 

BURY ST. EDMUND, 1st Sat. monthly, 7.30pm    

CHISWICK 2nd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm

CLIFFE, KENT

EASTLEIGH / SOUTHAMPTON, Quarterly

ECKINGTON, PERSHORE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7.30pm 

FALMOUTH 

GRAVESEND 3rd Tues. monthly. 

GRIMSBY

HALIFAX / HUDDERSFIELD 4th Wed. monthly, 8pm

HARROGATE 1st Friday monthly, 7.30pm      

HAYWARDS HEATH 1st Tues. monthly, 8pm

LEEDS 1st Tues. monthly, 7.30pm

LEICESTER 4th Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

LINCOLN 1st Mon. monthly, 7pm

LONDON 

MACCLESFIELD 2nd Wed. monthly, 7.45pm

MANCHESTER - DAVYHULME ‘First Sunday’ monthly, 

8pm. 0161 748 4858.

MANCHESTER - FLIXTON 3rd Fri. monthly, 8pm

MANCHESTER - CENTRAL bi-monthly, 0161 748 4858

MARKET HARBOROUGH last Fri. monthly, 10am

MATLOCK Margaret Croasdale 01629 734054 

NOTTINGHAM 3rd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm

PLYMOUTH 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm

PORTSMOUTH 

SCUNTHORPE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7pm

SHEFFIELD 2nd Sat. monthly, 4pm

STOCKPORT 3rd Sun. monthly

TAUNTON 3rd Fri. monthly,  7.30pm

THE MARCHES, SHROPSHIRE, bi-monthly, 2nd 

Saturday 12.30-4.30pm

TWICKENHAM 3rd Tues. monthly, 8pm

WAKEFIELD 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

WALLASEY Prayer Group.

WEST DARTMOOR 2nd Sat. monthly 

WEST WILTSHIRE (WESTBURY) 1st Mon. 7.45pm  

WIRRAL bi-monthly, 10.30-3.30pm

Weekends of teaching, fellowship and healing in 2012
PLYMOUTH, (non residential), 29 June-1 July - Healing - the Way of Jesus

LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 22-24 June - Alone with God Together (Silent Retreat)

CREWE, Oblate Retreat Centre, 27-29 July - Prayer - Power and Intimacy

CONWY, Beechwood Court, 14-16 September - Rise up Men of Faith (Men only)

DONCASTER, Bawtry Hall, 19-21 October - Equipping the Saints

Retreats in 2012
Light out of Darkness - ‘Stepping out in Faith’
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 1-5 October
Light out of Darkness - ‘Building with the Spirit’
OXFORD, Boars Hill, 11-15 June
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 8-12 October
Waiting with God in the Desert
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 8-13 October
Out of the Courtroom 
FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 29 Aug-1 September
Living in the Father’s House
FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 26-29 September

Maranatha Community members pray for one another daily, especially at 10pm.
Many of the Maranatha Groups meet in a number of different venues.  They welcome visitors but please check 

the time and place of the meeting with the contact person.

Have you considered sponsoring someone for a Maranatha 
weekend or retreat?  Please contact the Maranatha office.

102 Irlam Road, Flixton, Manchester M41 6JT  Tel: 0161 748 4858   Fax: 0161 747 7379
email: info@maranathacommunity.org.uk    www.maranathacommunity.org.uk

If you would prefer to receive your 
newsletter via email, saving the 
Community some money, please 

send an email to
charles@maranathacommunity.org.uk

Scotland
HELMSDALE Fri. evenings, 7pm

MAYBOLE, Ayrshire. every Tues. am.

Wales

ANGLESEY 

CONWY 1st Mon. bi-monthly, 10.30-3pm 

MOLD 1st Mon. monthly, 7.30pm, 

Ireland

BELFAST 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm                    

FERMOY 

Uganda

ENTEBBE 

Regional Gatherings 2012
YORKSHIRE  -  Sat 13th October. St. Mark’s Church, 
Dykes Lane, Sheffield, S6 4RH.

Special Community Gathering
For sharing news and fellowship

Saturday 7th July
St. Margaret’s Church,

 Jarvis Road, Erdington, 
Birmingham, B23 5RR

Take my tired body, my confused mind 
and my restless soul into your arms and 

give me rest, simple quiet rest. 
  Do I ask too much too soon?  

 I should not worry about that. 
You will let me know.  

Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Amen
Henri Nouwen

Special Events
Quiet Day - Sat 14th July 1.30-4.00pm
St Paul’s, Carlton, Nottingham. 
based on “Mothers’ Prayers.”
Ann Lynch 0115 960 8513

Contemplative Prayer Days - Saturdays
7thJuly, 1st Sept, 3rd Nov  10am - 4pm
Presentation Convent, 41 Ashbrow Rd, 
Sheepridge, Huddersfield, HD2 1DX.
Peter Jackson 01282 438964


