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The warning sound of the trumpet has changed to an urgent reveille to all 
God’s people.  The alarm cry of the watchman is no longer that the enemy is 
approaching.  The call is ‘Wake up!’ we are in the midst of a battle for the 
soul of our nation.

The enemy gives the appearance of being all-powerful and the voice of the 
world joins him in casting doubt on the validity and relevance of the Gospel.  
The Judeao-Christian foundations of our nation are scorned and undermined 
by secular-humanists.  The Way of Jesus is rejected and those who follow Him 
discounted and even expelled from their positions in our society.  In the face 
of this serious situation, the Lord speaks to his people the same instruction He 
gave to Jehoshaphat: “Take your positions” (2 Chron 20.17).  

The positions the Lord is calling His people to right now are, first and foremost, 
our positions as His sons and daughters in the heavenly realms.  Our positions 
are not as individuals alone but as united members of the Body of Christ.  With 
Jesus as our head, we have far greater influence and power than any afforded 
to a worldly authority.  Those who stand in the Name of Jesus, the one at 
whose Name “every knee must bow” (Phil 2.10) and who has “all authority in 
heaven and on earth” (Matt 28.18), carry the authority that He Himself has 
given to all those who follow Him.  

Followers of Jesus cannot be married to the ways of the world.  He calls us 
to follow his Way, the way of the cross that puts to death our attachment 
to any rights or position that the world may offer.  Our allegiance is to Him 
alone.  The position we hold has been given to us by the Grace of God, not 
because of any merit or achievement on our part.  As we position ourselves in 
submission to His Spirit, not relying on our strength or abilities, we discover 
a new freedom and a new power in our alignment with His will and His ways.  
His power and His Way is LOVE.

Are You Ready?
It is time for all God’s people to rise up from our comfortable lives and respond 
with immediacy to the Spirit of God.  
•	 Will you join NOW with others as part of a network of prayer across 

the nation?
•	 Will you speak out NOW to influence those in authority in your local-

ity and in the nation?
•	 Will you be salt and light in your home, your street, your place of 

work?
•	 WILL YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE where you live, work and worship?
The enclosed folder, ‘God’s Call to Make a Difference’ gives guidance on how 
every single follower of Jesus can make a difference in the world.  
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Maranatha members join with Christians across the UK in praying the Lord’s prayer at 12 noon daily 

Take Your 
Positions!

“Satan 
trembles 
when he 
sees the 
weakest 
saint upon 
his knees.”     

William Cowper



Every Christian believer holds a position of spiritual authority and power because 
we are united with Christ and seated with Him in the heavenly realms (Eph 2.6).  

Every Christian believer has been chosen and appointed by God to bear fruit (Jn 
15.16) and each one is a branch of the true Vine, Jesus (Jn 15.1). We are never 
alone (Matt 28.20) and we cannot be separated from God’s love (Rom 8.38).

Every Christian believer is a member of the Body of Christ (Rom 12.5) with a 
specific place (1 Cor 12.18) and spiritual gifts (Rom 12.6) ordained by God.  We 
are united with all believers through the Holy Spirit (Eph 4.3).

Every Christian believer is in a position of spiritual battle (Eph 6.12).  The 
enemy,  satan, is already defeated (Col 2.15).  We are called to face the battle 
with confidence.  Our position is to stand firm (Eph 6.14), in submission to God,  
resisting the enemy (Jas 4.7).  

Every Christian believer can stand in a position of strength and power in the Lord 
(Eph 6.10), clothed and equipped in the armour of God (Eph 6.13).

Satan has no weapons, only schemes (Eph 6.11).  His  aim is to get us out of our position 
or at least to make us ineffective.  When we recognise and affirm our position as 
stated in God’s Word we will be united, effective members of the Body of Christ.

WHERE DO YOU STAND?
What the Bible says about our position in Christ

Report from Maranatha Annual Gathering
Over a 100 Maranatha members gathered for the Maranatha annual gathering 
in January at Quinta. We enjoyed a weekend of worship, prayer and listening 
to the Lord together. All present agreed that the Lord has confirmed His ongoing 
call to the Community to pray and work for unity, renewal and healing in the 
Church and the Nation.  He calls us to deepen our prayer lives and our com-
mitment to witnessing for the Gospel as we deepen our oneness in the Body of 
Christ.  As ‘little brothers and sisters of Jesus’ we are to continue to be a servant 
ministry to the Church of Christ by following His example of servant leadership.  

We believe the Lord is speaking to us through three passages of scripture:

•	 Through the account of the dry bones (Ez 37) we recognise that 
the spiritual battle that we are in will be won ‘by the mouth’ - we 
are to speak out the Word of God as we pray for people and situ-
ations.  We recognise that we, the Church, have been silent in the 
face of lies, injustice and the dishonouring of the name of Jesus.

•	 Through the book of Esther we recognise that God provided what was 
necessary to win the battle for His people: Esther was given influence and 
Mordecai information.

•	 Through the account of Gideon (Judges 6-7) we recognise that God 
does not need great numbers to achieve his purposes: He wants the 
few who will be obedient.  Only 1% of the available army was used for 
Gideon to win the battle. The three hundred in Gideon’s army were 
disciplined and united. They all waited for the right moment to act. 

It is a desperate time for the UK.  We must pray and act with urgency.  We 
believe, above all, it is a Kairos time of opportunity.  The situation that we 
are now in requires an uncommon wisdom.  It is not the wisdom that we 
needed 20 years ago.  It also requires us to use new weapons and new ways.  
A full report of our Annual Gathering is available on the Maranatha website 
www.maranathacommunity.org.uk (together with a video snapshot) or from the 
office.

Our call as a Community is to further the unity of the Body of Christ by 
reaching out to individuals and Christian groupings who are not yet united to 
the rest of the Body. The unity that we have is not theological, it is CHRIST.

“Therefore, my dear brothers, 
stand firm.  Let nothing move 
you.  Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your la-
bour in the Lord is not in vain” 
(1 Cor 15.58)

“Be on your guard; stand firm 
in the faith; be men of courage; 
be strong.  Do everything in 
love” (1 Cor 16.13-14)

“You too, be patient and stand 
firm, because the Lord’s coming 
is near” (Jas 5.8)

Maranatha continues to be actively 
involved in a national coalition of 
ministries, praying and working 
for a united prophetic voice in the 
nation.  If you would like to be kept 
informed of developments contact 
lindas@maranathacommunity.org.
uk

“Yet the measure of my 
success or failure 

is not in the hands of 
frail humanity 

but in the hands of the 
One who has bestowed 

all gifts and skills, 
and whose Son forsook 

all pedestals, 
all accolades, all wealth, 

prestige and power 
and travelled from 

a lowly manger 
to a cruel Cross”

(Extract from ‘Defeat’, a prayer in ‘From 
Darkness into Light’ by Dennis Wrigley)

30th July and 30th November 
have been set aside for prayer 
and fasting for our nation, led 
by Global Day of Prayer London, 
and uniting Christians from every 
stream and church network. 
Please UNITE with this initiative. 
www.gdoplondon.com
GDOP also invite us to join ‘Nights of 
Prayer’ on Wednesdays 13th July, 7th 

Sept & 8th Nov at Emmanuel Church, 
Marsham Street, Westminster, 
London, SW1P 3DW.  7pm-10pm.



Nationwide series of 
Gatherings to share 

our Vision
At our Annual Gathering in January it 
was agreed that we should arrange a 
series of gatherings throughout the 
country to share the vision God has 
given to this Community.  Our first 
gathering, on the theme ‘Preparing 
the Way of the Lord - Shaking the 
Foundations’ was in Leeds on 7th 
May and on 21st May there was a 
gathering at New Ferry, Wirral.  
Further gatherings are planned:

11th June Market Harborough

9th July  Taunton 

10th Sept Birmingham

1st October Manchester   
  National Assembly 

15th October Sheffield 

12th November Central London 

26th November  Plymouth

Maranatha National 
Assembly

The Maranatha Community is 30 
years old this year!  We hope as many 
as are able will join together at this 
gathering on Saturday, 1st October 
10.30-4.30pm at Cheadle Hulme 
Methodist Church, Manchester 
to celebrate and give glory to God 
for all that He has done over these 
years and especially for the gift of 
His love that He has poured out in 
abundance upon us and between us. 
Accommodation is being offered 
by local Maranatha members. 
Book early through Pat Walsh 
in the Maranatha office - pat@
maranathacommunity.org.uk

Communications
Team
Good communication is vital in 
every sphere of life.  For the Body of 
Christ, our communication system is 
like the nervous system of the body.  
How should we use modern vehicles 
of communication to broadcast 
the vision of the Community and 
enhance our relationships with 
one another?  This question is the 
basis of a new Communications 
Team which is being formed.  If you 
would like to be a part of this team 
please contact Linda Stalley at 
the Maranatha Office or by email: 
lindas@maranathacommunity.org.
uk.

Hospice Prayer Pack
Many people, especialy those facing 
terminal illness, have been greatly 
helped and healed through ‘A 
Shalom Prayer’, ‘Prayer at a Time of 
Need’ and other Maranatha Prayer 
folders.  We are compiling a pack 
of material which may be given 
to hospices, ideally through local 
Maranatha members.  If you would 
like to help with this project in any 
way, please contact the Maranatha 
office.

‘From Darkness 
     into Light’
This book of prayers and 
meditations launched last December 
has already brought blessing and 
and healing to many.  One lady, 
who received the book as a gift, 
said “Who is this man who knows 
all about me?” and many others 
have received healing through the 
realisation that the Lord is near, 
especially in the darkness.

Pilgrimage 
Republic of Ireland

A Maranatha team will visit County 
Cork from 14th-19th July.  There 
will be a gathering in Cork City on 
Saturday, 16th July and evening 
gatherings in Fermoy, Mallow, 
Macroom and Castlemartyr.  There 
are still places on the team.  Further 
information from Sylvia Middlemist 
at the Maranatha office.

A New Liturgy
Written for our Annual gathering 
at Quinta this year, this ‘Liturgy of 
Faith, Hope & Power’ offers a simple 
responsive prayer of preparation, 
thanksgiving and power.  An excellent 
resource for personal or group 
prayer. Available from Maranatha 
office for 30p + p&p, or online at 
www.maranathacommunity.org.uk/

bookshop

Maranatha Community News
New 
Publications
The Maranatha booklet 
Praying the  Psalms has
been a great blessing to
many.  It has been revised and is  
now one of 3 booklets in a series.  
The other 2 are Praying the Gospel 
and  Praying the Bible.  These are 
powerful resources for personal 
prayer and small groups. Available 
from Maranatha bookshop
tel: 0161 747 5672 or online at 
www.maranathacommunity.org.uk/

bookshop

Spearhead Study Groups
The initial meeting for 5 new study 
groups took place recently. The 
groups will research and share 
over the year and produce a simple 
report on ‘What should the Church’s 
attitude be to Secular Humanism, 
Islam, New Age & the Occult, 
Israel, The Persecuted Church. If 
you would  like to be involved please 
contact the Maranatha Office.

    Malawi 2012
The Maranatha group which visited 
Malawi in 2010 has continued contact 
with brothers and sisters there.  We 
have since funded the sinking of a 
well in a very poor village which 
previously had no clean water supply 
and also provided financial support 
for an outreach in a deprived part 
of Blantyre. A further trip is being 
planned next year. Information - 
Heather Williams: 0161 202 9236 or 
heatherw49@gmail.com  

Northern Ireland
A Maranatha team, made up of 
members from England and the 
North and South of Ireland met with 
brothers and sisters in all 6 counties 
in March.  At our main gathering in 
Randalstown we were reminded of 
the way in which suffering and pain 
can draw us more closely to Jesus 
through a uniting of our wounds 
with His.  He reminded us that our 
battle is not with flesh and blood 
and is not political but spiritual.  
The Lord wants a united Ireland and 
a united Kingdom!
A new Maranatha Group will 
be launched on 14th June in 
Newcastle, Co Down.  Info: Evelyn 
Devlin 028 43 722216 There will 
also be a 3-day course in Life 
Prayer Ministry in Magherafelt,
15th - 17th June.
Info: Phil Garrett 02890 625251.

“Even the 
darkness will not 
be dark to you; 
the night will 

shine like 
the day, 

for darkness is 
as light to you.”

(Psalm 139.12)



Maranatha Events Calendar

Maranatha Groups & Contacts

England
AYLESBURY 1st Mon. monthly, 8pm

BEWDLEY

BICESTER 1st Tues. monthly, 7.45pm,

BIRMINGHAM NORTH 

BIRMINGHAM SOUTH 

BODMIN Thurs. 

BRIGG, 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm, 

BURY ST. EDMUND, 1st Sat. monthly, 7.30pm,    

CHISWICK 2nd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm

DEAL, KENT

EASTLEIGH / SOUTHAMPTON, Quarterly

ECKINGTON, PERSHORE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7.30pm, 

FALMOUTH

GRAVESEND 3rd Tues

GRIMSBY

HALIFAX / HUDDERSFIELD 4th Wed. monthly, 8pm,

HARROGATE 1st Friday monthly, 7.30pm      

HAYWARDS HEATH 1st Tues. monthly, 8pm,       

LEEDS 1st Tues. monthly, 7.30pm,

LEICESTER 4th Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

LINCOLN 1st Mon. monthly, 7pm, 

LONDON Bi-monthly,

MACCLESFIELD 2nd Wed. monthly, 7.45pm, 

MANCHESTER, DAVYHULME ‘First Sunday’ monthly, 

8pm, 0161 748 4858.

MANCHESTER, FLIXTON 3rd Fri. monthly, 8pm, The 

Ark, 0161 748 4858

MANCHESTER, CENTRAL Bi-monthly, 0161 748 4858

MARKET HARBOROUGH last Fri. monthly, 10am.

MATLOCK 

NOTTINGHAM 3rd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm, 

PLYMOUTH 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm, 

PORTSMOUTH

SCUNTHORPE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7pm,

SHEFFIELD 2nd Sat. monthly, 4pm, 

TAUNTON 3rd Fri. monthly,  7.30pm, 

THE MARCHES, SHROPSHIRE, Bi-monthly, 2nd 

Saturday 12.30-4.30pm

TWICKENHAM 3rd Tues. monthly, 8pm,

WAKEFIELD, 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm, 

WALLASEY

WATERLOOVILLE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 10.15am

WEST DARTMOOR 2nd Sat. monthly, 

WEST WILTSHIRE (WESTBURY) 1st Mon. monthly, 

WIRRAL Bi-monthly, 10.30-3.30pm,

Scotland
HELMSDALE Fri. evenings, 7pm, 

MAYBOLE, AYSHIRE Every Tues. a.m.

Wales
CONWY 1st Wed. bi-monthly, 10.30-3pm

MOLD 1st Mon. monthly, 7.30pm, 

Weekends of teaching, fellowship & healing in 2011

PLYMOUTH, (non-residential) 17-19 June - The Transforming Love of Jesus

OXFORD, Boars Hill   29-31 July - Jesus our Wounded Healer

DONCASTER, Bawtry Hall  16-18 September - Joining heaven & earth in Worship

LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre  28-30 October - Prayer - A Way of Life

Retreats in 2011
Light out of Darkness - Stepping out in Faith
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre - 3-7 October

Waiting with God in the Desert
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre - 3-8 October

Living in the Father’s House
FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 2-5 November

Out of the Courtroom 
FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 16-19 November

Maranatha Community members pray for one another daily, especially at 10pm.
Visitors are are welcome at all Maranatha Groups, but many groups meet in a number of different venues so please check 

the time and place of the meeting with the Maranatha Office: 0161 748 4858.

Have you considered sponsoring someone for a Maranatha 
weekend or retreat?  Please contact the Maranatha office.

102 Irlam Road, Flixton, Manchester M41 6JT  Tel: 0161 748 4858   Fax: 0161 747 7379
email: info@maranathacommunity.org.uk    www.maranathacommunity.org.uk

If you would prefer to receive your 
newsletter via email, saving the 
Community some money, please 

send an email to
charles@maranathacommunity.org.uk

Friends of Prayer
A Maranatha member has launched a 
website www.friendsofprayer.co.uk  
It has simple teaching and resources 
with opportunity to place prayer 
requests and to pray for others. 
Do visit!

Struggling Churches
Many faithful Christians in rural 
villages face the dilemma of 
diminishing fellowship whilst 
endeavouring to maintain a 
visible church presence in their 
locality.  If this is your concern and 
you would like to be linked with 
others in a similar situation for 
mutual prayer and encouragement 
please contact Linda Stalley at the 
Maranatha office or email lindas@
maranathacommunity.org.uk

Northern Ireland
BELFAST 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm                    

Margaret Walker 028 90 600225

Uganda
JINJA Godfrey Mwase:

godfrey_tastenseecafe@yahoo.com

KAMPALA Deo Kabiswa: 

kabiswa2000@yahoo.com

ENTEBBE Asher Kalema: 

lifegospelchurch@yahoo.com

Prayer Cells Co-ordinator
Hazel Catton 0161 748 4858

Maranatha National Co-ordinators
Dereck Chunda

Gaye Colleran

Jim Dainty

Mike Doherty

Mike Kendrick

John Manwell 

Rhona Marshall

Mo Surrey


