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What are we
waiting for ?

For 30 years God has been preparing the Maranatha Community ‘for such a time as
this’. For 30 years we have seen a powerful movement of the Holy Spirit. There
has been great fruitfulness - lives transformed, people healed, the dead raised,
enemies reconciled, bonds of unity forged.
As we have prayed ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ we have seen Him come, so often in
unexpected ways. Yet, we still wait with longing for His final coming in glory. And
as we wait Jesus says to each of us, “Come”, “Go”; He demands immediacy in
our response. It is time to leap over the obstacles that have immobilised us. The
word given to Maranatha many years ago - “Do it now” - is for 2012.
This year is the time for securing new bonds of unity. We are seeing the Lord
gathering His people together as never before. He is creating new networks of
ministries and groups. He is building relationships across boundaries. In all this,
the Maranatha Community is called to be a CATALYST.

NEWS
SHARING THE MARANATHA
VISION
There will be gatherings to share
the vision of the Maranatha
Community on:
Saturday, 24th March 10am-1pm
at Willington Methodist Church,
CO. DURHAM.
Saturday, 31st March, 10am-1pm
at Our Lady of the Portal & St.
Piran Church, St. Austell Street,
TRURO.

NORTHERN IRELAND
A Maranatha team will be visiting
Northern Ireland from 6-11th
March. Please contact the office
for further details.

The Lord is opening windows of opportunity for His church right now. Politicians
are seeking answers, people in need are seeking help, young people are seeking
direction. Are we ready to respond?

NEW MARANATHA GROUPS

Initiatives for prayer and action 2012

Contact the office for details.

At our annual gathering at Quinta this January, Maranatha members committed
themselves to pray for these next steps in the life of the Community:

XX The further growth and development of the Community this year
XX An expansion of Prayer Cells and Maranatha Groups
XX Further development of regular and disciplined support for all parts of the
Community

XX The building of a networking system with other Christian movements
XX The launch of CredoNet bringing young Christian leaders together using online
social networking and other media

XX The establishment of further Spearhead Groups
XX The formation of a trans-continental Prayer Network
XX The launch of a bridge-building project with ethnic-minority churches in the UK
XX The consideration of establishing a Maranatha European Fellowship of Prayer
XX Steps to bring together national groupings concerned with specific issues e.g.
Persecuted Church, Children, Marriage and Family and the Economic Crisis

Please join in prayer for these initiatives. Further information from the Maranatha
office.

Groups have been formed in
Anglesey (Wales) and
Fermoy (Ireland)

God has created me to do
Him some definite service:
He has committed some
work to me which He has
not
committed to another.
I have my mission – I may
never know it in this life,
but I shall be told it in the
next.
I am a link in a chain,
a bond of connection
between persons.
He has not created
me for naught.
I shall do good;
I shall do His work.
Extract from ‘Maranatha Prayer’
by John Henry Newman

Maranatha members join with Christians across the UK in praying the Lord’s prayer at 12 noon daily

Pilgrim
People
Maranatha
Assembly
We celebrated 30 years of the
Maranatha Community in October
2011. At a day gathering in
Manchester we looked forward to
the way that God is opening up
for the Community to develop in
the future and were particularly
inspired by contributions from
young people during a special
evening gathering. Clips from
a video recording of the day,
including messages from political
and church leaders, can be viewed
on the Maranatha website (click
Home then Latest Media). A one
hour DVD is available on request
from the Maranatha office.

BALANCE

on the move

Quinta 2012
Over 120 Maranatha members, aged 3 to 86 years, from across the UK gathered at
Quinta Hall, Oswestry, in January for a weekend of fellowship, listening, prayer
and praise. It was a dynamic weekend in which we considered topics such as
commitment, koinonia, authentic faith, the raw Gospel, the open door. A new
format of programme gave space between sessions for prayer and sharing giving
a great opportunity for building relationships, sharing ideas, planning prayer links
and future initiatives. Throughout the weekend, we pursued three Biblical themes
– Ezekiel’s vision of a valley of bones, Nehemiah’s account of rebuilding the walls
of Jerusalem and the journey of the tabernacle described in Exodus - and asked
the Holy Spirit to deepen our relationships with the Lord and with each other.

Can these bones live?

Everyone on the weekend was given a
card with the name of a human bone,
with the instruction to find where they
‘belonged’. We discovered that, even
with the diagram of a skeleton, all
human efforts to construct a human
body are futile without the breath of the
Spirit of God. This is a key message for
Maranatha and for the Church!

An urgent need for the Body of Christ

Early in the life of the Maranatha Community several theologians, from different
traditions, were asked to listen to the vision we had been given. They gave the
Community a single word ‘balance’, with the image of walking a tightrope. To
walk a tightrope there must be a single focus - Jesus.
St. Paul said the Church is like a human body.
Without balance the Church collapses! In
Maranatha we have been led to have balance in
all parts of our Community life: old hymns and
new songs, liturgy and free prayer, exuberant
praise and silent contemplation. God’s Spirit
is both truth and love, He speaks to our hearts
and our minds. He leads us into an intimate
relationship with the God who is imminent and
also brings us to our knees before the same holy and awesome God who is
transcendent.
We proclaim one Gospel - personal holiness and social
righteousness. Balance is vital to each individual - in our daily routine, in
our diet of eating, reading, playing and sleeping - and to every family and
community.

There can only
be balance if
there is a fixed
centre point of
our lives.

LISTENING AND BALANCE

The ear is the organ of the body through which we hear. It is also
the site of the organ for balance. WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO US ?

CATALYST - something

that initiates or accelerates
a reaction or event, while
itself remaining unchanged

BALANCE
Personal
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Social
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Action
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Mind

Love
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Truth

Imminence — Transcendence

THE ARK
‘The Ark’ is the home of Marie
Robertson and Linda Stalley
situated very near to the
Maranatha office in Flixton.
The Ark is available for those
who wish to spend time in
God’s presence, whether for
healing or direction. Further
information can be obtained
on the website, or email:
thearkflixton@gmail.com
or
telephone: 0161 748 7058.
Visitors are always welcome.

Run, Sit, Run, Sit, Run...
At our Annual Gathering at Quinta 3 years ago The Lord spoke two words to us through Jonathan Oloyede: Run, Sit.
Run Run Run, Sit Sit Sit. We are committed to a deepening relationship with God and to listening to Him, together with
fervent action for righteousness and justice in the world.

A TIME TO
SIT
Be Still
Be still
Be silent.
Do not struggle
Do not strive
Empty yourself
Discard clever thoughts
Expel confusion
Put aside anger
Do not judge
I do not need your words.
Be as passive clay
Allow me to gently
Imprint my logos
Upon your soul.
Simply submit
Simply repent
Simply receive
With love
With gratitude
With joy
With peace
For I am Your peace.
There is no other.
(DW)
OUR VISION IS TO EXTEND THE
NET OF PRAYER CELLS
The Maranatha Community is
fundamentally a community of
prayer with a strong emphasis on
listening to God. Throughout the
Community there are over 100
Prayer Cells - usually 3 or 4 people
- who meet mostly weekly. These
are like the knots in a huge net
of prayer covering the nation and
extending to other countries.
OUR VISION IS TO FORM AN INTERCONTINENTAL PRAYER NETWORK
The Community also has an
International Prayer Network with a
quarterly prayer letter. We believe
The Lord wants to form “knots”
through our bonds with individuals
in different nations.

OUR VISION IS FOR THE
FORMATION OF A EUROPEAN
FELLOWSHIP OF PRAYER
It is a critical time for the continent
of Europe and for the European
Union. We are seeking ways of
uniting more closely with individuals
and prayer networks across Europe.

BOOK NOW FOR MARANATHA
WEEKENDS IN 2012
Since our formation the Maranatha
Community has held residential
weekend events which always have
a strong emphasis on prayer and
healing in the context of worship,
teaching and sharing. It is in these
times that bonds of fellowship
have been formed and people have
encountered God in new ways.

BOOK NOW FOR MARANATHA
RETREATS IN 2012
For those who wish to encounter
God at a deeper level and learn to
listen to Him, the Community runs
silent, contemplative retreats.
These provide great help and
direction for different stages of our
listening journey with God.
‘Light out of Darkness’ - Silent
retreat, comprises two parts:
Part One ‘Stepping out in Faith’
and Part Two ‘ Building with the
Spirit’. This may be followed by
‘Waiting with God in the Desert’.
For those who wish to embrace
a deeper level of contemplative
prayer, ‘Deeper into the Desert’ is
a retreat available by invitation.
Maranatha produces a wide variety
of resources to assist in prayer and
listening to God. A full list can be
obtained through the Maranatha
publications list or via the on-line
bookshop on the web site. Some
particularly
popular
resources
include ‘Encounter with God’,
‘Walking with God’, ‘From Darkness
into Light’, ‘Shalom Prayer’, and
micro-prayers.

NEW MICRO PRAYER
Hand in Hand - A living God,
A living Church, A loving God,
A loving church.

A TIME TO
RUN
BBC CHALLENGE
Maranatha has challenged the BBC,
using the Freedom of Information
Act, to admit that they have
featured pro-euthanasia interviews
and broadcasts without a balanced
counter opinion.

SPEARHEAD GROUPS
Over the past 12 months five
groups have considered topics of
importance for the Church in the
UK: Secular Humanism, Islam, the
Persecuted Church, Israel and the
Occult & New Age. It is hoped
that their reports will be published
soon. There are plans to start new
Spearhead Groups this year on
Family & Marriage, the Economic
Crisis and Life & Death (Abortion
& Euthanasia). Further information
from the Maranatha office.

MALAWI 2012
A Maranatha team of 9 will visit
Malawi from 15-29 April. We will
share the vision of Maranatha and
will also seek opportunities to serve
those in poverty. In 2010 gifts from
Maranatha members were used
to provide a permanent well for
a remote village. Please pray for
this trip. Gifts may be sent to the
Maranatha office.

SUBMISSIONS
Maranatha has made
a strong
submission to the Home Affairs
Select Committee on UK Drugs
Strategy, in particular challenging
the proposed legalisation of
all drugs.
We have also made
a submission to the Children’s
Commissioners Inquiry into Sexual
Exploitation of Children by Gangs
& Groups, raising awareness of the
real and serious abuse of children in
satanist rituals.

NEW MARANATHA BRIEFINGS
Two new briefings - ‘KOINONIA’
and ‘YOGA’ are available from the
Maranatha office 40p + p&p.

Maranatha Events Calendar
Have you considered sponsoring someone for a Maranatha
weekend or retreat? Please contact the Maranatha office.

Weekends of teaching, fellowship and healing in 2012
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 30 March-1 April - Rising up as Eagles
PLYMOUTH, (non residential), 29 June-1 July - Healing - the Way of Jesus
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 22-24 June - Alone with God Together (Silent Retreat)
CREWE, Oblate Retreat Centre, 27-29 July - Prayer - Power and Intimacy
CONWY, Beechwood Court, 14-16 September - Rise up Men of Faith (Men only)
DONCASTER, Bawtry Hall, 19-21 October - Equipping the Saints

Retreats in 2012

Light out of Darkness - ‘Stepping out in Faith’
WOOLHAMPTON, Douai Abbey, 16-20 April
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 1-5 October

Light out of Darkness - ‘Building with the Spirit’
OXFORD, Boars Hill, 11-15 June
LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 8-12 October

Waiting with God in the Desert

LLANDUDNO, Loreto Centre, 8-13 October

Out of the Courtroom

FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 29 Aug-1 September

Living in the Father’s House

FLIXTON, MANCHESTER, ‘The Ark’, 26-29 September

If you would prefer to receive your
newsletter via email, saving the
Community some money, please
send an email to
charles@maranathacommunity.org.uk

MARANATHA PRAYER CELLS

Prayer Cells operate in the following towns,
cities and villages:
Abergele, Altrincham, Banbury, Barnstaple, Bedford,
Belfast, Birmingham, Blackpool, Bodmin, Bognor
Regis, Bolton, Bridgnorth, Brigg, Brighouse, Brixham,
Bury, Cheadle, Colwyn Bay, Congleton, Cork,
Craigavon, Craven Arms, Davyhulme, Deal, Dunlalvin,
Eccles, Enniskillen, Fermoy, Flixton, Folkestone,
Germansweek, Gillingham, Gravesend, Grimsby,
Halifax, Hayling Island, Haywards Heath, Helmsdale,
Hemel Hempstead, Hendon, Huddersfield, Kinlough,
Largs, Ledbury, Lewes, Lincoln, Lisburn, Liverpool,
Macclesfield, Macroom, Matlock, Mallow, Meelick,
New Eltham, Nottingham, Norwich, Nuneaton, Otley,
Peterborough, Plymouth, Prudhoe, Radcliffe, Redditch,
Rochdale, Rye, Sale, Saltash, Shannon, Sheffield,
Shipley, Shrewsbury, Southall, Stockport, Stoke-onTrent, St Austell, Sudbury, Sutton Coldfield, Tadley,
Teignmouth, Tillcoultry, Todmorden, Tottenham,
Trowbridge, Urmston, Uxbridge, Wakefield, Wallasey,
Walsall, Wantage, Warrington, Westbury, Whitefield,
Wick, Wicklow, Withington, Winchelsea, Yelverton, and
overseas in Kuala Lumpur, Australia, India, Germany,
Canada and Spain.

Maranatha Groups & Contacts
Maranatha Community members pray for one another daily, especially at 10pm.
Many of the Maranatha Groups meet in a number of different venues. They welcome visitors but please check
the time and place of the meeting with the contact person.
England

Scotland

AYLESBURY 1st Mon. monthly, 8pm

MACCLESFIELD 2nd Wed. monthly, 7.45pm

HELMSDALE Fri. evenings, 7pm

BEWDLEY

MANCHESTER - DAVYHULME ‘First Sunday’ monthly,
8pm. 0161 748 4858.

MAYBOLE, Ayrshire. every Tues. am.

MANCHESTER - FLIXTON 3rd Fri. monthly, 8pm
The Ark, 0161 748 4858.

ANGLESEY

BICESTER 1st Tues. monthly, 7.45pm
BIRMINGHAM NORTH
BIRMINGHAM SOUTH

MANCHESTER - CENTRAL bi-monthly,
0161 748 4858

BODMIN Thurs.
BRIGG, 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm
BURY ST. EDMUND, 1st Sat. monthly, 7.30pm
CHISWICK 2nd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm

MARKET HARBOROUGH last Fri. monthly, 10am
MATLOCK
NOTTINGHAM 3rd Mon. monthly, 7.30pm
PLYMOUTH 3rd Tues. monthly, 7.30pm

DEAL, KENT
EASTLEIGH / SOUTHAMPTON, Quarterly
ECKINGTON, PERSHORE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7.30pm

PORTSMOUTH
SCUNTHORPE 3rd Thurs. monthly, 7pm
SHEFFIELD 2nd Sat. monthly, 4pm

FALMOUTH
GRAVESEND 3rd Tues. monthly.

TAUNTON 3rd Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

Wales
CONWY 1st Mon. bi-monthly, 10.30-3pm (except
June when meeting on Sat. 9th)
MOLD 1st Mon. monthly, 7.30pm,

Ireland
BELFAST 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm
FERMOY

Uganda
JINJA Godfrey Mwase:
godfrey_tastenseecafe@yahoo.com
KAMPALA Deo Kabiswa:
kabiswa2000@yahoo.com
ENTEBBE Asher Kalema:
lifegospelchurch@yahoo.com

GRIMSBY

THE MARCHES, SHROPSHIRE, bi-monthly, 2nd
Saturday 12.30-4.30pm

HALIFAX / HUDDERSFIELD 4th Wed. monthly, 8pm

TWICKENHAM 3rd Tues. monthly, 8pm

South Midlands (Warmington) Sat 19th May

HARROGATE 1st Friday monthly, 7.30pm

WAKEFIELD 1st Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

North West / Wales (Llandudno) Sat 9th June

HAYWARDS HEATH 1st Tues. monthly, 8pm

WALLASEY Prayer Group.

Midlands (Birmingham) Sat 14th July

LEEDS 1st Tues. monthly, 7.30pm

WEST DARTMOOR 2nd Sat. monthly

LEICESTER 4th Fri. monthly, 7.30pm

WEST WILTSHIRE (WESTBURY) 1st Mon. monthly
7.45pm

LINCOLN 1st Mon. monthly, 7pm
LONDON bi-monthly,

Regional Gatherings 2012

Yorkshire (Sheffield) Sat 8th Sept

WIRRAL bi-monthly, 10.30-3.30pm

102 Irlam Road, Flixton, Manchester M41 6JT Tel: 0161 748 4858 Fax: 0161 747 7379
email: info@maranathacommunity.org.uk www.maranathacommunity.org.uk

