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Many Christians throughout our land today 
believe that it is God who is shaking our 
nation.  The last half-century has seen 
efforts to construct a society in which 
nothing is intrinsically right or wrong, good 
or bad, true or false.  

There has been a deliberate campaign to 
undermine the Judeao-Christian foundations 
of our nation by those who promote 
secular humanism and who have preached 
purposelessness and despair with messages 
such as these:

“I believe in nothing and that everything 
is absurd” (Albert Camus)
“Every existing thing is born without 
reason, prolongs itself out of weakness 
and dies by chance” (Jean Paul Sartre)
“God is an invention” (Feuerbach)
“God is an opiate” (Marx)
“God is an illusion” (Freud)
“God is dead” (Nietsche).

Taking a Stand 
It is not possible to marry a comfortable life with being a follower of Jesus.  Already in 
our nation, many have counted the cost of declaring allegiance to Christ by sacrificing 
jobs or reputation.  In the face of such opposition we must stand shoulder to shoulder 
with one another.  He calls every believer to play their part in strengthening the bonds 
of unity within the Body of Christ.  In the first instance, Maranatha members are urged 
to consider forming a Prayer Cell in their locality, ideally with those who are from 
other traditions.  There are also many other opportunities for Christian witness in the 
workplace and local community.  As a Community we are committed to supporting all 
those in the Community who take initiatives of any kind by prayer and encouragement.  
Please contact the Maranatha office to let us know of your prayer requests or any 
other need.

“Christianity is not a collection of truths to be believed, of laws to be obeyed, of 
prohibitions.  That makes it very distasteful.  Christianity is a person, one who 
loved us so much, one who calls for our love.  Christianity is Christ”. 

(Oscar Romero, martyred Archbishop of El Salvador)

“If we are willing to learn the meaning of real discipleship and actually to become 
disciples, the Church in the West would be transformed and the resultant impact 
on society would be staggering”.         (David Watson)

Pope John Paul II summed up our situation;
“A culture that no longer has a point of 
reference in God loses its soul and loses 
its way, becoming a culture of death.”

As we confront the vacuum of unbelief which 
is now so prevalent there is an urgent need for 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ to be proclaimed 
without shame in our churches and throughout 
the land.  Donald Coggan (former Archbishop of 
Canterbury) warned, “If Jesus Christ is not the 
Lord of your life, someone else will be”.  Jesus 
himself asked his closest followers – “Who do 
you say I am?”  He is asking that question again 
today and as J. Heinrich Arnold said, “No one 
can be indifferent to Jesus.  One must decide 
for Him or against Him”.

The Lordship of Jesus Christ is the central 
message of the Church in all the centuries and 
is the central proclamation of the Maranatha 
Community.  He is Lord, He is risen from the 
dead, He is Lord!



God’s Word 
Strength for the Journey
The Christian Life is likened, by the Apostle Paul, to running a race.  In an age when 
physical fitness has become a pre-occupation for many in the face of sedentary 
lifestyles, as followers of Jesus we need to engage in spiritual exercise in order 
to be strengthened for the race of our life.  The letter to the Hebrews can help 
us in this, with several pointers, each of which starts with the words “let us...”

“.. since the promise of entering His rest still stands, let us be careful that none 
of you be found to have fallen short of it…  Let us, therefore make every effort 
to enter that rest…” (Heb. 4.1,11)
This rest is a state of peace with God through belief in His word and obedience 
to His ways.

“.. since we have a great high priest…, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly 
to the faith we profess” (Heb. 4.14).  “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who has promised is faithful” (Heb. 10.23)
Jesus has already run the race and won. It is only through faith in Him that we 
will reach our goal.

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Heb. 4.16).  “Let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed 
with pure water” (Heb. 10.22)
We cannot run this race in our own strength, neither can we enter a right 
relationship with God through our own effort.  We need a constant supply of God’s 
mercy and grace.

“...let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity...” 
(Heb. 6.1)
The Christian life is not a sprint, but a long distance race.  Our faith is tested and 
strengthened through our struggles, building up our spiritual stamina.  

“...let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds.  
Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another...” (Heb. 10.24-25)
The race that we run is in the opposite direction to the world’s.  We must support 
and encourage one another through mutual witness.  

“...since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us”  (Heb. 12.1)
We can be built up by the testimony of faith of many men and women who have 
run the race before us, overcoming the difficulties that we face today.  

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the Cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12.2)
Jesus has made the way for us to live forever with God.  As we follow Him, in the 
Way of the Cross, we are assured of His victory in our lives as we trust Him.

“...since we are receiving a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 
and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe” (Heb. 12.28). 
“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise...” 
(Heb. 13.15)
Thanksgiving, praise and worship are an essential foundation in the Christian life 
especially when our circumstances are hard.

“Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, burying the disgrace He bore”
(Heb. 13.13)
Like Jesus, we are ‘aliens’ in this world but when we suffer persecution and 
isolation we can know with certainty that Jesus will never leave us.

Lord Jesus,
In this Community

I am not alone,
You have placed me
As a link in a chain.

I am connected,
Interdependent —

I am needed as much
As I need others.

A chain is as strong
As its weakest link.
Help me to know

That in my weakness
Your strength

Is made perfect.
You are the strength

Of this chain.
Who I am, what I achieve

For your kingdom
In this Community
Does not depend

On my being strong —
It depends on you,

The Almighty,
The solid rock.

(JFA)

A Lesson in Suffering

Brother Franz, priest, Cistercian 
monk and our very dear brother in 
Christ, from Austria has suffered 
intense physical pain for several 

years. During a recent visit to him 
in hospital he spoke these words 
of wisdom and encouragement.

“I have learnt by this sickness 
and all the experiences of pain 
that the important thing is to 

live in the here and now.  Mostly 
people live either in the past or 

the future.  Some times they look 
back on the mistakes they have 
made or looking to the future 

to make plans or to worry.  The 
Bible shows us that we need to 
look back, not in regret, but to 
recognise and be encouraged 

by all that God has done in our 
lives.  We also find in the Bible 
an account of Jesus giving His 

disciples a glimpse of the future, 
in the transfiguration, when they 

saw the glory of Jesus.  This is 
the glory He has prepared for us.  
Looking through the eyes of Jesus 
at the past and the future helps 

us to live truly in the present and 
to encounter Him here and now.  
In this way God always gives us 

the strength to live in our current 
struggles knowing that He is 

present with us”.



Kalah House
Healing Training Retreat 
Twelve Maranatha members, from different parts of the 
country, joined together for a week of training in healing 
ministry in September.  The week took the form of a retreat 
at Kalah House in the beautiful surroundings of Helmsdale, 
Scotland.  The training centred on learning to listen to God’s 
Spirit who teaches us how to pray.  Jesus said “I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father….” (Jn. 10.14-15).  Our focus was to deepen 
our relationship with Jesus, our Shepherd.  Those participating 
said, “I found the week challenging and educational, it opened 
a door into the inner me”.  “There were moments of pain and 
moments of joy, there were tears but also lots of laughter. 
The praise and prayer times were wonderful.  The hands-on 
training was daunting but with it came many rewards”.

NOTE: There will be two Prayer Weeks at Kalah House next 
year.  See the weekends brochure or website for details.  There 
will also be healing training events throughout next year in 
different regions - please contact Linda Stalley via the office if 
you would like to arrange an event.

‘Rise up Men of Faith’ 
Maranatha Weekend
30 men met in October at the Loreto Centre in Llandudno.  
There was a united sense of urgency to pray, to hear God and to 
respond to His leading over the weekend.  There was a strong 
sense of the presence of God as time was spent listening, and 
a strong call was heard to be as bold as the lion as well as 
gentle as the lamb.  The men agreed to pray together, to stay 
in touch by email and to wait on the Lord for instruction on 
ways in which to work, pray and minister together.  There was 
a clear sense of being called to be a living organism focusing on 
the things of eternal value.  Those who attended believe that 
they heard God warning of trials and challenges to come and 
encouragement about wonderful and amazing opportunities.

‘Light out of Darkness’ 
Contemplative Retreat
This important retreat in the life of the Maranatha Community 
was held last month, for the first time, at ‘The Ark’ in Flixton.  
Six retreatants enjoyed the peace and tranquillity of this special 
place and were greatly touched by God.

“Such a blessing.  It’s given me the opportunity and helped me 
to get my focus back.  I have been able to touch, and have a 
relationship with my Father God. Praise Him”.
“It’s good to have the time in silence and get in touch with 
your real self”.
“I came just wanting to lay down and sleep but God in the 
silence was so wonderful and energising”.
“It was a good exercise in ‘be still and know that I am God’.  
His insights will enable me to serve not only His ‘Body’ but my 
neighbour (community) too”.
“God very gently took me step-by-step down a completely 
different road to the one I had expected – but encouraged and 
led me all the way to His chosen destination”.

‘Out of the Courtroom and 
into the Father’s House’
Teaching Retreat
This teaching retreat took place at ‘The Ark’  in Flixton.  Twenty 
participants joined in this life-changing teaching which leads us 
in the way of Jesus – to live as children at home in our Father’s 
House, secure in our relationship with Him, rather than as 
subjects of the world’s courtroom, bound by judgement and 
condemnation.  Here are just some of the comments made:
“For me this course was a profound experience that has been 
extremely beneficial in my spiritual growth.  As a result I 
am still undergoing spiritual ‘heart surgery’ and healing”.
“As I surrendered the judgement seat of my heart to Jesus, 
who is the only the righteous judge, I felt liberated by His 
grace and mercy”. “This teaching is life changing, it exposes 
the complex & subtle ways in which judgement operates in 
our lives, The message is simple & profound and I believe the 
key to walking in true freedom as children of God - it sets 
us free! Highly recommended both on an individual & church 
wide/corporate level.”

NOTE: Next year this conference will take place in Plymouth 
during October half-term.

Maranatha Regional Gatherings
Two Maranatha regional gatherings took place during October.  
The established Yorkshire gathering took place in Sheffield, 
with members from Wakefield, Halifax, Sheffield, Brigg, 
Harrogate, Scunthorpe groups and other individuals. Also the 
first North West regional gathering was held in Llandudno 
including members from Manchester, Conwy, Mold, Macclesfield 
and the Wirral.  Both events were times of great fellowship and 
blessing.  There was opportunity to share what God is doing in 
the various Maranatha Groups and also in the local churches and 
communities of members who were present.  What emerged 
was that many Maranatha members are involved in initiatives 
in their localities and that they are able to fulfil their roles 
because of the support and encouragement that they receive 
through the Maranatha Community.  The following quotes are 
from these two events. “We should be a source of light and 
take that light into dark places.  Often our local churches are 
dark places – places of struggle and loss of hope”.  “There is 
great benefit in keeping the groups small so that all can be 
heard and cared for”.  “We believe God is calling and driving 
the groups back into prayer as our main focus”.  “We are to be 
still, to listen and to watch”.  “God is bringing people together 
– He secures us in a family”.  “We should pray for the young 
people in the Church to be given a voice and to be heard”.

Maranatha Community News

God is with you
From a prophetic word given at the recent Men’s weekend.

“When you see me work through you – collectively 
that is – a mighty river is released that will flood the 
land with water knee high... Be bold, be strong, little 

army, for the Lord your God is with you”.



Maranatha Events Calendar

Maranatha Groups & Contacts

England
AYLESBURY 1st Monday of the month, 8pm.
BEWDLEY Contact the Maranatha Office.

BICESTER 1st Tues. monthly, 7.45pm 

BIRMINGHAM NORTH Contact the Maranatha Office

BIRMINGHAM SOUTH 1st Monday of the month
BODMIN Thursday each week

BRIGG, 3rd Tuesday of the month 7pm

BURY ST. EDMUND, 1st Saturday of the month 7.30pm

CHISWICK 2nd Monday of the month 7.30pm
COVENTRY Contact the Maranatha Office

DEAL, KENT Contact the Maranatha Office

EASTLEIGH / SOUTHAMPTON Contact the Maranatha 
Office

ECKINGTON, PERSHORE 3rd Thursday of the month 
7.30pm 
FALMOUTH Contact the Maranatha Office

GRAVESEND 3rd Tuesday of the month 

GRIMSBY Contact the Maranatha Office

HALIFAX / HUDDERSFIELD 4th Wednesday of the month 
8pm 

HARROGATE 1st Friday of each month 7.30pm

HAYWARDS HEATH  Contact Maranatha Office

LEEDS 1st Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm
LEICESTER 4th Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm

LINCOLN 1st Monday of the month, 7pm

LONDON 10.30-4pm, Saturday - 9th Jan, 13th March, 
8th May, 10th July, 11th Sept, 13th Nov, St. Vincent’s, 
Carlisle Place

MACCLESFIELD 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.45pm

MANCHESTER, DAVYHULME ‘First Sunday’ of each 
month, 8pm. Christchurch, Lostock Rd, Davyhulme

MANCHESTER, FLIXTON 3rd Friday of the month

MANCHESTER, CENTRAL 10.30-4pm, Saturday - 6th Feb, 
3rd Apr, 5th June, 7th Aug, 2nd Oct, 4th Dec, Brunswick 
parish Church, Brunswick

MARKET HARBOROUGH Last Friday of the month, 10am

MATLOCK Contact the Maranatha Office

NOTTINGHAM 3rd Monday of the month

PLYMOUTH 3rd Tues. of the month, 7.30pm
PORTSMOUTH Last Saturday of the month, Breakfast

SCUNTHORPE 3rd Thursday of the month

SHEFFIELD 2nd Saturday of the month, 4pm

ST. AUSTELL 2nd Friday of the month

SUDBURY SUFFOLK 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7pm

TAUNTON 3rd Friday of the month

THE MARCHES, SHROPSHIRE Contact the Maranatha 
office

TWICKENHAM 3rd Tuesday of the month, 8pm

WAKEFIELD, 1st Friday of the month, 7.30pm

WATERLOOVILLE Contact the Maranatha Office

WEST DARTMOOR Contact the Maranatha Office

WEST WILTSHIRE (WESTBURY) 1st Monday of the month, 
7.45pm

WIRRAL Saturday every other month

Scotland
HELMSDALE Friday evenings

MAYBOLE, AYSHIRE Tuesday mornings

Wales
CONWY 1st Wednesday every other month, 10-3pm

MOLD 1st Monday of the month, 7.30pm

Northern Ireland
BELFAST 1st Friday of the month, 7.30pm

Uganda
JINJA Godfrey Mwase:
godfrey_tastenseecafe@yahoo.com

KAMPALA Deo Kabiswa: kabiswa2000@yahoo.com

ENTEBBE Asher Kalema: lifegospelchurch@yahoo.com

Youth Group
LEICESTER 3rd Friday of the month, St. Paul’s Worship

Credo
Annmarie Moran: 
annmarie@maranathacommunity.org.uk

Maranatha National Co-ordinators
Peter Williamson

Rob Davies

Jim Dainty

Peter de Bourcier

Mike Kendrick

Gaye Colleran 

Prayer Cells Co-ordinator
Hazel Catton

Weekends in 2010
CONWY 26th - 28th Mar  -  Being Formed in the Image of Christ
PLYMOUTH 11th - 13th Jun  -  Living in the Power of God’s Spirit
FORMBY 23rd - 25th Jul  -  Joining Heaven & Earth in Worship
DONCASTER 17th - 19th Sep - Turning Stress into Opportunity for Healing
LLANDUDNO 22nd - 24th Oct - Listening to God

Retreats in 2010
FLIXTON 13th - 16th Oct  -  Living in the Father’s House
PLYMOUTH 27th - 30th Oct  -  Out of the Courtroom and into the Father’s House
READING 25th - 30th Apr  -  Light out of Darkness
READING 25th - 30th Apr -  Waiting with God in the Desert
LLANDUDNO 4th -9th Oct -  Light out of Darkness
LLANDUDNO 4th -9th Oct -  Waiting with God in the Desert

Prayer Weeks in 2010
HELMSDALE 8th - 15th May  -  Repentence & Healing
HELMSDALE 18th - 25th Sep  -  Praying for the Church & Nation

Maranatha Community members pray for one another daily, especially at 10pm.

Have you considered sponsoring someone for a Maranatha 
weekend or retreat? Please contact the Maranatha office.

102 Irlam Road, Flixton, Manchester M41 6JT  Tel: 0161 748 4858   Fax: 0161 747 7379
email: info@maranathacommunity.org.uk    www.maranathacommunity.org.uk

“A community cannot remain 
static.  It is not an end in itself.  
It is like a fire which must spread 
even at the risk of burning out”  

Jean Vanier

“Jesus does not give recipes that 
show the way of God as other 

teachers of religion do”
Karl Barth

“Although today he prunes 
my twigs with pain, 
yet doth His blood 

nourish and warm my root;
tomorrow I shall put 

forth buds again
and clothe myself with fruit”

Christina Rossetti

If you would prefer to receive 
your newsletter via email, saving 

the Community some money, 
please send an email to 

charles@maranathacommunity.org.uk


