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Reaching out in Unity
The vision of the Maranatha Community
is of “the people of God united, healed
and renewed, walking the way of Jesus
in love, simplicity and poverty with the
urgent fire of the Spirit burning in their
hearts”. It is the vision of the Church of
Christ united across the globe - believers
from all nations, tongues and traditions
- not only in the present, but united
with all the saints who have gone before
us and those who are yet to come. It is
the vision of the Body of Christ, alive
and active, reaching out to heal the
sick, raising up the downtrodden and
gathering in the lost. It is the vision
of the Bride of Christ, beautiful and
pure, waiting for Jesus our Bridegroom
to treturn.
The vision is huge but it is furthered
every time an individual reaches out
the right hand of fellowship to another
brother or sister in Christ. Every time
we unite with another believer in prayer
the Body of Christ is built up, especially
when the “bond of peace” transcends
previous division.

A church historian and member of
Maranatha asserts that there is greater
unity now within the Body of Christ than
at any other time in the history of the
Church. During the life of this Community
we have seen a transformation in the
attitude of Christians from all traditions,
many of whom now accept that unity is
a priority in the heart of God. However,
the unity that Jesus prayed for is the
oneness that He shares with God the
Father. We are called to be one in
the “fellowship (koinonia) of the Holy
Spirit” - we belong to one another.
There can be no true oneness in the
Church without embracing the cross.
The way of Jesus is the way of personal
sacrifice, dying to all the attractions
and ways of the world, to unite with
His resurrected body. As we see the
beginnings of Christian persecution in
this country it is time to reach out and
unite with those suffering both here and
overseas, whose self-sacrifice releases
power into the Body of Christ. Let
us hear the call of Jesus afresh as He
beckons, “Follow Me!”

A Time of Opportunity
From the moment we say “Yes!” to Jesus’ call to follow Him we turn
against the tide of the world and popular opinion. As His followers we are a
counter-culture people. Inevitably this faces us with the tension between the pull of
worldly attachments and a desire for God. This is why Jesus says, “...it is hard for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 19.23)
As the nation is shaken and our financial security is threatened, we are
presented with a great opportunity to demonstrate that our security does not depend
upon the temporary things of this world, but in the promises of God, our faithful Father.
He says, “When the earth and all its people quake, it is I who hold its pillars firm.”
(Ps 75.3)
Pray for those affected by the current financial crisis and take every
opportunity to show the love of God to those in need. “Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people...” (Gal 6.10).
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PRAYER FOR UNITY IN CHRIST
Lord Jesus,
who on the eve of your death,
prayed that all your disciples might
be one, as you in the Father and the
Father in you, make us feel intense
sorrow over the infidelity of our
disunity.
Give us the honesty to recognise,
and the courage to reject, whatever
indifference towards one another, or
mutual distrust, or even enmity, lie
hidden within us.
Enable us to meet one another in
you. And let your prayer for the
unity of Christians, be ever in our
hearts and on our lips, unity such as
you desire and by the means that you
will. Make us find the way that leads
to unity in you, who are perfect
charity, through being obedient
to the Spirit of love and truth.
Amen.
(Paul Couturier)

God’s Call to Wait
We live in an age when instant gratification is promoted by retailers
and pursued by consumers.
The communications revolution has made it
possible to achieve in seconds what would have previously taken days. The
demand and expectation of faster delivery and immediate satisfaction
applies to everything from ready food to doctors’ appointments. The
concept of waiting has acquired a negative connotation.
On reading the Biblical account of God’s plans and purposes for creation
it is clear that the timing of events is not left to chance, neither is God’s
timing measured according to our understanding of time (chronos):
“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are
like a day.” (2 Pet 3.8). God’s timing is neither fast nor slow, it is simply the
right time (kairos): “There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under heaven” (Ecc 3.1).
In seeking to do his Father’s will, Jesus was acutely aware of God’s
timing. When his mother approached him at the wedding feast at Cana he responded,
“My time has not yet come” (John 2.4) and when others were going to the feast in
Jerusalem he said, “You go to the Feast... for me the right time has not yet come”
(John 7.8). Perhaps most poignantly, when he got the message that Lazarus was sick,
Jesus did not go but waited two days, obedient to the Father’s prompting rather than
human instinct.
Waiting is not an idle state but is actually a time in which there is hidden
activity - just as a tree waits for the right time to flower and bear fruit or a
soldier waits to be called up for active service. The period of waiting is
usually a time of preparation, of nourishment, growth and development. Paul
describes the whole of creation waiting for God’s plans to be fulfilled as
being like a pregnant mother. He declares, “That is why waiting does not
diminish us... We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is
enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our
expectancy.” (Rom 8.22-25. The Message).

Fulfilment
I will show you the road
I want you to travel
I only ask
that you walk with Me
I will take you to the place
where I need you to be
I only ask
that you be there.
Let me have My way
with you.
Do not hinder
or obstruct me.
I do not look
for you
to win or lose
succeed or fail,
I do not need
your striving
and achieving
I need
your obedience
your simple love
your readiness
to discover
yourself in Me
and Myself in you,
and thus
in your growing
and
in your becoming
you will be
fulfilled in Me.
(DW)

The writers of the Psalms help us to pray:
“In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests
before you and wait in expectation.” (Ps 5.3)
“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.” (Ps 27.14)
“We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield.” (Ps 33.20)
“Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men
succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.” (Ps 37.7)
“Wait for the LORD and keep his way. He will exalt you to inherit the land;”
(Ps 37.34)
“I wait for you, O LORD; you will answer, O Lord my God.” (Ps 38.15)
“I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry” (Ps 40.1)
“I wait for your salvation, O LORD, and I follow your commands.” (Ps 119.166)
“I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits
for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait
for the morning.” (Ps 130.5-6)

poverty
Make me poor, Lord
Help me discard all pretensions,
the lies of self-sufficiency and
sweet success, to set aside the
restless seeking for self-fulfilment
to abandon each desire
to possess, to gain to hold.
Give me now the gift of poverty
of mind and spirit
that my sole hunger may be for
your truth and goodness
and beauty and love,
and then in my
unencumbered lowliness
I will be rich.
(DW)

New look Newsletter!

The Communications Team have been meeting regularly all year. Since launching the new website we have turned our attention to all
the different ways we communicate within the Community. Our first job was to re-vamp the newsletter, to make it more appealing
to read. We do hope we’ve succeded - if you have any comments please email Rob - rob@maranathacommunity.org.uk - or write to
him at the office.

Maranatha Community News
New Publications
‘Christians Standing Together – The Non-negotiable Truths
of the Gospel Proclaimed by Christians of all Traditions’
Members of the Maranatha Community, from different church
backgrounds, with theological training and knowledge have
produced this significant document. It outlines the core, nonnegotiable truths of the Christian Gospel which are proclaimed
by all traditions of the church. Referring to scripture, it outlines
twelve prime truths based on the Constantinople-Nicene Creed.
50p + p&p from the Maranatha bookshop, or download free from
the website.
‘A Nation in Crisis’ is a prophetic statement, pointing to the
way in which the current financial crisis in the UK is very serious
and an indication of a deep spiritual crisis in our land.
‘A Time of Opportunity’ takes the first prophetic statement
further by setting out the way in which God is making a wake up
call to the church in the UK, giving us yet another opportunity
to respond to His offer of mercy. 50p & £1 respectively + p&p,
or download free from the website.
‘Enneagram’ – A Maranatha Briefing paper on this topic is
available at 35p + p&p.
‘The Healing Ministry – Life Prayer’ – In the training notes
series, this replaces the previous notes ‘Prayer and the Healing
Ministry’. It includes a comprehensive guide for anyone involved
in healing ministry with particular teaching on the ministry of
Life Prayer as practised within the Maranatha Community. Cost
£3.50 + p&p
‘Rooted in God’ – A new folder in the popular ‘micro-prayer’
series, offering 16 prayers of the early saints and martyrs of the
Christian Church. Cost 25p + p&p

Events

Maranatha Weekends - Every year the Community runs weekend
events on different themes at different locations. In the past
these have mainly been at residential centres and have been
foundational in the building up of our relationships within the
Community as well as being a great source of fellowship, teaching
and healing. This year’s programme has included two weekends
run by Maranatha regional groupings, based in local church
facilities, with accommodation provided by local Maranatha
members. In May there was a gathering in The Marches, on
the theme ‘Feed My Sheep’, which included teaching from
a local farmer and a variety of children’s activities. In June
people from different parts of the UK gathered in Plymouth
to discover ‘The Plans and Purposes of God for my Life’.
These ‘non-residential’ weekends have given opportunity for
members of local churches to be invited to a maranatha event
and to experience first hand the great blessing that God brings
whenever we gather in unity. Next year there will also be an
event of this kind in the Manchester area.

Linking with the Persecuted

If your local Maranatha Group or Prayer Cell would like to
link more closely with a Christian brother or sister suffering
persecution, or if you would like more information on this
please contact the Maranatha office.

The Life Cycle of a Local
Maranatha Group
Maranatha groups are not an end in themselves. They are part
(and probably a very important part) of God’s plan for unity,
renewal and healing in an area. A group is an organism not an
organisation and it has a natural life cycle!
Conception – a person or persons with the Maranatha vision
conceives the idea of starting a local group.
Gestation – the conception grows quietly and safely with prayer
until others are in place and it is ready for birth.
Birth - a ‘Sharing the Vision’ meeting is like the moment the
baby takes its first breath and at this point the new-born group
is very vulnerable. People will have come to this first meeting
with their own needs and own agendas. A core group is vital for
nurture, guidance and support.
Early development – communication, welcome and a sense of
belonging are the keys to growth and development.
Active life – interaction with churches, other Christian groups,
and the Maranatha office are essential. The group plays a vital
part in all areas of the Christian Community.
Active retirement - when the vision has been thoroughly
absorbed into a community, people may no longer feel the
need for the support of their local Maranatha Group and are
often involved in other initiatives. They are still members of
the Community receiving Newsletters, attending events and
spreading the message. It may leave a handful of people meeting
regularly, often physically older, but still offering a vital service
in prayer support and as a source of experience and advice.
It may be right for this small group to cease functioning as a
local Maranatha Group or perhaps become a Prayer Cell. This
is a cause for celebration, the group having fulfilled its God
assigned task. Jesus said “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But if it dies it produces many seeds.” (John 12:24).

Website

The new Maranatha website is already attracting interest from
all over the world. It provides opportunity to interact with
other Christians with a heart for unity through the blog. We are
currently looking into an online bookshop facility.

Keep up to date on www.maranathacommunity.org.uk

Maranatha
Events
Calendar
Have you considered sponsoring someone for a Maranatha
weekend or retreat? Please contact the Maranatha office.
Weekends
Redeeming the Past – Turning Curses into Blessings
18th-20th September – Bawtry Hall, Doncaster
Rise up Men of Faith (Men’s weekend)
23rd-25th October – Llandudno, Wales

Retreats
Out of the Courtroom & into The Father’s House
23rd-26th September The Ark’, Flixton, Manchester.
School Of Prayer
16th-18th November Douai Abbey, Nr. Reading.

Contemplative Days
5th September, & 7th November, at Presentation Sisters,
41 Ashbrow Rd, Huddersfield HD2 1DX. Info: 01484 534 530

Regional Gatherings
Yorkshire Saturday, 10th October, St. Mark’s Church, Sheffield
Info Rev. Pat Hallam 0114 233 4477.
North West Saturday, 10th October, Emmanuel Christian Centre,
Llandudno Info Mavis McMutrie 01492 650169

National Representatives Meetings
19th September London & 21st November Flixton

The Maranatha Prayer
God has created me to do Him
some definite service: He has
committed some work to me
which He has not committed to
another. I have my mission - I
may never know it in this life,
but I shall be told it in the next.
I am a link in a chain, a bond of
connection between persons. He
has not created me for naught. I
shall do good: I shall do His work.
I shall be an angel of peace, a
preacher of truth in my own
place while not intending it – if I
do but keep His commandments.
Therefore, I will trust Him.
Whatever, wherever I am, I can
never be thrown away. If I am in
sickness, my sickness may serve
Him, in perplexity, my perplexity,
may serve Him. He does nothing in
vain. He knows what He is about.
He may take away my friends; He
may throw me among strangers.
He may make me feel desolate,
make my spirits sink, hide my
future from me - still He knows
what He is about.
(John Henry Newman)

Maranatha Groups
For further information about local groups, please contact the Maranatha Office - 0161 7484858 - info@maranathacommunity.org.uk
England
AYLESBURY 1st Monday of the month, 8pm
BEWDLEY Contact the Maranatha Office
BICESTER 1st Tuesday of the month, 7.45pm
BIRMINGHAM NORTH Contact the Marnatha Office
BIRMINGHAM SOUTH 1st Monday of the month
BODMIN Every Thursday, 2pm
BRIGG, 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm
BURY ST. EDMUND, 1st Saturday of the month, 7.30pm
CHISWICK 2nd Monday of the month, 7.30pm
COVENTRY Contact the Maranatha Office
DEAL, KENT Contact Maranatha Office
EASTLEIGH / SOUTHAMPTON Contact Maranatha Office
ECKINGTON, PERSHORE 3rd Thursday of the month,
7.30pm
FALMOUTH Contact Maranatha Office
GRAVESEND 3rd Tuesday of the month
GRIMSBY 3rd Friday of the month, 10am
HALIFAX / HUDDERSFIELD 4th Wednesday of the
month, 8pm
HARROGATE 1st Friday of the month, 7.30pm
HAYWARDS HEATH Contact Maranatha Office
LEEDS 1st Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm
LEICESTER 4th Wednesday of the month, 7.30pm
LINCOLN 1st Monday of the mont, 7pm
LONDON 10.30-4pm, Sat 12th Sept. & Sat 14th Nov. St
Vincents Centre, Carlisle Place, London
MACCLESFIELD 2nd Wednesday of the month, 7.45pm
MANCHESTER, DAVYHULME ‘First Sunday’ of each
month, 8pm, Christchurch, Lostock Road, Davyhulme

MANCHESTER, FLIXTON 3rd Friday of the month
MANCHESTER, CENTRAL 10.30-4pm, Sat 3rd Oct & Sat
5th Dec, Brunswick Parish Church, Brunswick
MARKET HARBOROUGH Last Friday of the month, 10am
MATLOCK, Contact Maranatha Office
NOTTINGHAM 3rd Monday of the month
PLYMOUTH 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm
PORTSMOUTH Last Saturday of the month, Breakfast
SCUNTHORPE Last Thursday of the month, 7pm
SHEFFIELD 2nd Saturday of the month, 4pm.
ST. AUSTELL 2nd Friday of the month
SUDBURY SUFFOLK 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7pm
TAUNTON Contact Maranatha Office
THE MARCHES, SHROPSHIRE Contact Maranatha Office
TWICKENHAM 3rd Tuesday of the month, 8pm
WAKEFIELD, 1st Friday of the month, 7.30pm
WATERLOOVILLE Contact Maranatha Office
WEST DARTMOOR Contact Maranatha Office
WEST WILTSHIRE (WESTBURY) 1st Monday of the
month, 7.45pm
WIRRAL Saturday every other month,

Scotland
HELMSDALE Friday evenings
MAYBOLE, AYSHIRE Tuesday mornings

Northern Ireland
BELFAST 1st Friday of the month, 7.30pm

Uganda
JINJA Godfrey Mwase:
godfrey_tastenseecafe@yahoo.com
KAMPALA Deo Kabiswa: kabiswa2000@yahoo.com
ENTEBBE Asher Kalema: lifegospelchurch@yahoo.com

Youth Group
LEICESTER 3rd Friday of the month, St Paul’s Worship

Credo
Annmarie Moran:
annmarie@maranathacommunity.org.uk

Local Group Support
George & Mary Pendleton - Contact Maranatha Office

National Co-ordinators
Peter Williamson
Rob Davies
Jim Dainty
Peter de Bourcier
Mike Kendrick
Gaye Colleran

Prayer Co-ordinator
Hazel Catton

Wales
CONWY 1st Wednesday every other month, 10-3pm
MOLD 1st Monday of the month, 7.30pm

If you would prefer to receive your newsletter via
email, saving the Community some money, please email
charles@maranathacommunity.org.uk
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